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SCRAPPED AT NEWPORT 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


The Ministry's decision to retain four of the five suburban 
lines slated for closure is a welcome relief to us all. Indeed, the 
prospect of closure in this day and age, faced with the Govern- 
ment’s espoused energy conservation policies, was surely 
contemplated by the majority of voters with amazement and 

isbelief. The threat of closure, however, has focussed public 
attention on the poor facilities, the outmoded equipment and 
ludicrous staffing practices which sometimes prevail on these 
lines. 

Now is the time not simply to retain them but to give them an 
injection of much needed finds. Tailor the service to suit the 
patronage offering. If a particular service standard is appro- 
priate for Ringwood line traffic, for example, it does not 
necessarily follow that it should also be appropriate for the Port 
Melbourne line. Adjust train sizes and staffing methods to suit. 
Provide more frequent single or two car services where 
appropriate and introduce new rollingstock. 

Picturesque though they are, do away with the old manually 
operated railway gates and antiquated signalling systems. 
Eliminate the manning of stations during the quiet times and 
introduce ticket collection on the trains. These are only 
suggestions, but if we do not bite the bullet now, then it will be 
only a matter of time before the same proposals for closure loom 
again. 
| (ACW) 
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Opposite above: The remains of F210 at Newport Work- 
shops on 16.6.81. The engine, generators and many 
other parts were previously removed for further use. 
This was the first F class scrapped. 


Opposite below: E1104 felt like it was beside itself as it 
was being cut up at Newport Workshops on 9.6.81. 
(Both photos A B Watson) 
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VicRail’s Electrified System 


In November 1980 the Institution of Engineers held a 
seminar in Melbourne on the subject of ‘Public Transport’. 
Delegates were taken on conducted tours of various VicRail and 
M&MTB installations as well as a number of industrial visits 
such as Comeng, Dandenong. 

One venue was VicRail’s Jolimont Workshops, and delegates 
were issued with a handout describing the suburban system. 
This is reproduced below. 


The electrified network of the Victorian Railways is 
broadly divided into two categories, namely, the suburban 
passenger service and the main line passenger and goods 
service between Melbourne and Traralgon. 

The suburban service was inaugurated in 1919 and has 
597 km of trackwork, both single and double, radiating 
from Flinders St/Spencer St. Suburban trains run a total of 
74,029,824 car km and 89,000,000 passenger journeys are 
made each year. 

The Melbourne to Traralgon service electrified in 1954 
covers a distance of 158 km and operates with main line 
electric locomotives. 

The electrified system is operated on a DC voltage of 
1,500, the power source being from the State Electricity 
Commission network feeding 11,000 or 22,000 volts AC to 
sub-stations spaced at intervals around the network for 
transforming and rectifying the power. 

The Chief Electrical Engineer controls distribution of 
DC power to the electrified network and its distribution 
from the Power Operations Room located in Flinders St 
Yard. He also specifies and arranges the purchase of all 
electric equipment associated with the electric trains and 
advises on its maintenance. 

The Electric Train Maintenance Depot at Jolimont, built 
at the inauguration of the electrified service, is the centre 
of maintenance operations for the suburban fleet. Electric 
main line locomotives are maintained at the South Dynon 
Locomotive Depot. 

Jolimont covers two distinct operations, viz: inspection 
and periodic running maintenance, and daily yard main- 
tenance and in-service breakdowns. An overall staff of 
approximately 600 is employed. 

The paragraphs which follow explain more fully these 
functions. 


ROLLINGSTOCK INVOLVED 


There are 1054 suburban passenger cars maintained at 
Jolimont Depot. The 549 motor (M) and 505 trailer (T) 
cars are made up into 144 multiple unit trains comprising 
6, 7 or 8 car consists. During off-peak periods the 6 car Tait 
and Stainless Steel trains are divided and operate as 3 car 
M-T-M units. 

The original wooden bodied rollingstock is now being 
replaced by steel bodied trains of which there are now 107 
in service and others are in course of construction. 

The new trains embody modern features for this type of 
travel where crush loads are experienced during the morn- 
ing and evening peaks and light loading during the balance 
of the day. 

Modern features incorporated in the cars are laminated 
plastics linings for ease of cleaning and light maintenance, 
fibre glass seat bases with removable pads, fluorescent 
lighting, forced ventilation and carpeted floors. Doors are 
passenger-operated at platform stops and power-closed 
before departure. The next 300 carriages will be air con- 
ditioned. 

The following table lists the basic variations between 
the different types of trains in service and currently on 
order. 
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First’ Second Hitachi 
Series Series — Stainless 
Tan Harris Harris Steel 
Weight: 
Motor Car (Tonnes) 52.34 49.78 46.83 51.56 52.80 
Weight: 
Trailer Car (Tonnes) 28.50 33.19 31.36 36.40 37.00 
Length: 
(over pulling line) M car 18796 = 19182 19182 23641 24025 
Length: 
(over pulling line) T car 18072 19182 19182 23571 23210 
Width: (over body 
panels) M & T cars 2896 2972 2972 2972 3050 
Seat/crush load: 
Motor Car 82/156 59/172 65/164 86/245 94/220 
Seat/crush load: 
Trailer Car 92/176 72/196 80/183 96/270 104/250 
Type of electrical 
equipment: GE English English Hitachi GEC 
(USA) Elec. Elec. Elec. 
No.of TM 
per Motor Car: 4 4 4 4 4 
kW rating: 
Traction Motor: 100 119 100 112 121 
Rheostatic Braking: None None None 60-10 80-8 
km/h km/h 
Blended 
115-80 
km/h 
Air Brake: Aulo EP& EP& EP& EP& 
Aulo Aulo Auto Aulo 


BASIS OF SUBURBAN CAR MAINTENANCE 
This is divided into three sections: 


(a) Daily Maintenance: This covers train examination, 
repairs to defects and car cleaning and is done in the Flin- 
ders St Yard area where trains are stabled at off-peak 
times. 


(b) Periodical Inspecting: This maintenance is carried out 
in the Inspection Shop at the Workshops, and consists of 
thorough examination, cleaning and lubrication of train 
equipment. The inspection takes place on a distance basis, 
which for the modern stainless steel trains is 32,000 km, 
15,000 km for Harris stock and for the wooden stock 5,600 
km. Phased in with these inspections is an exterior 
wash done in a mechanical washing plant. 


(c) Other Maintenance: Heavy overhaul maintenance of 
the trains is carried out at workshops, i.e. either Newport, 
Ballarat or Bendigo. 

Change of bogies, wheels or traction motors is carried out 
at Jolimont, but the reconditioning of these components is 
carried out at Workshops. 

Minor maintenance of traction motors, auxiliary machines, 
brake and control equipment is carried out at Jolimont, but 
work of a major nature is forwarded to Workshops. 

The three existing types of trains entered service in the fol- 


lowing years: 
TaitPEG): senenaxen ahaa venation Ds 1919 
Harris. (blue) <esess.anaexe eas 1956 
Hitachi (silver) .............. 1972 


The first of the 50 new stainless steel Comeng trains will be 
delivered at the end of this year. 


STAFF AND DEPOT FACILITIES 


The Depot, under the control of a manager, employs 
approximately 600 men, including administrative staff and 
yard staff. 

(a) Lifting Shop: Three through roads, complete with pits 
are connected to the Depot sidings at the front and rear of 
the shops. There is also a short road without pits at each 
end of the shop for the loading of rail and road trucks. 
All roads are spanned by two 25 tonne gantry cranes for 
the lifting of cars brought in for overhaul or repairs. 
Adjacent to these lifting roads is a repair bay served by two 
15 tonne gantry cranes. The traction motor and auxiliary 
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/machine repair sections as well as turnery, welders and 
brake repairs are situated in this bay. 


(b) Inspection Shop: This shop is arranged with nine 
through roads, each being long enough to hold a seven car 
train complete. The floor is sunken for ease of inspection 
both under the cars and along the sides of the cars. The 
pits between rails are electrically lighted. 

The shop is worked on a five day 40 hour week basis and 
four trains per day are handled in this manner. 


(c) Carriage Cleaning Centre: This shop has five roads, 
each long enough to hold six cars. These roads are used for 
upholstery and car body repairs as well as the cleaning of 
carpeted trains. A small amount of painting is done on the 
older trains. 

During winter months the interior of the shop is heated by 
/an air conditioning plant for paint drying purposes. 
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CAR WASHING PLANT 

Adjacent to the Depot building is a Car Washing Plant 
for the exterior cleaning of trains. The plant uses the flail 
system of scrubbers. Seven trains per day are handled at 
the plant through which the trains are pulled by a diesel- 
| hydraulic locomotive at a speed of 130 feet per minute. 
One pass through the plant covers application of detergent, 
scrubbing and rinsing. Each train receives this treatment 
every three weeks. The plant is located close to the 
Inspection Shop so that trains at the Depot for periodical 
inspections are washed before returning to traffic service. 


YARD STAFF 


The morning peak period demands 129, 7-car trains, and 
the yard operations necessary in servicing requires a large 
Yard Staff of equipment examiners, train examiners, and 
cleaners. It is also necessary to have an efficient organis- 
ation to cope with emergencies such as breakdowns and 
derailments. In connection with the latter item, well 
equipped radio controlled emergency road motor vans are 
available with experienced staff on duty at all times. 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 89 1053 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


B69 on a Geelong passenger train has a fine selection of 
suburban rollingstock around it in the Jolimont Yard on 
17.1.81. (Mal Austin) 


| 
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Travelling on the Standard Gauge 


After many years absence from riding regular trains | 
now have to travel weekly between Melbourne and 
Albury. Prior to this time I had not travelled much on the 
standard gauge and then it was only a few years after open- 
ing. With the passing of time I was looking forward to my 
trips on the “gauge. I was soon to discover that the 
Intercapital Daylight is trying hard to gain the record for 
lateness. 

I travel from Albury to Spencer St on No.8652 Up /nter- 
capital Daylight, usually on a Friday, and return from 
Spencer St to Albury on No.8641 Spirit of Progress, usually 
on a Sunday. These two trains are quite different in times 
and loads. 

The Daylight is usually 9 cars, about 410 tonnes and is 
allowed 3 hours 32 minutes for the 317.4 km journey with 


no stops, scheduled for a non stop cross with the Spirit of 


Progress. Up to eleven minutes have been recovered in 
fast running south of Wangaratta and there is recovery of 
seven minutes to Spencer St. Unfortunately time is lost on 
perway restrictions (Murray River and Chiltern) and bad 
crossings with goods trains and the Spirit of Progress. 

The Spirit of Progress is usually 11 cars, about 550 tonnes 
and is allowed four hours for the 317.4 km journey with 
two stops (at Benalla and Wangaratta) and Mon.-Sat. a 
slow cross with the Daylight. Particularly on a Sunday, the 
schedule is easy to keep with time being gained to arrive at 
Benalla platform up to 13 minutes early. Unfortunately 
both Benalla and Wangaratta usually require two stops 
because of train length. Usually more than the timetabled 
one minute is taken to unload the passengers and although 


PETER L CHARRETT 


the train arrived early at Benalla, it cannot leave before the 
advertised time. Recovery of time beyond Wangaratta is 
usually impossible. 

Table | shows the trips travelled on the Daylight. 
Table 1: “Trial by Daylight’ 


Date 


1980 Loco arr. Albury dep. Albury arr. Melb. Note 

23.5 C501 4.48 (OT) 8.47 (27 late) 1 

30.5 X31 4.48/5.48 9.39 (79) 2 

(OT, 60’) 

6.6 x49 5.23 5.35 (437) 9.17 (57) 

12.6 X31. X50 8.53 (245') 2.37 am (377') 3 

20.6 X54 4.43 (3') 4.50 (2') 8.43 (23) 4 

26.6 X50 4.54 (14) 5.40 (16) 9.23 (63) s 

a7 x49 4.51 (11) 4.58 (10) 9.04 (44') 6 

1S S317 4.39 4.49 (1) 8.21 (1) 7 
(1 early) 

25.7 X51 4.50 (10) 5.02 (14) 8.36 (16) 8 

Notes: 


1. Time lost en route due to 50 mph engine on a 70 mph 
schedule! 

2. Locomotive failed about | km on Up side of Albury, 
pulled back into Albury by 42108 and fixed. Further 
delays by late running Spirit of Progress and Southern 
Aurora (due to a shunters’ strike). 


A W on the Spirit, not quite. W267 shunts the Spirit of 
Progress cars at Spencer St on 3.8.77. (Peter Watts) 
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3. About 6 am on. 12.6.80, a goods train derailed on the 6. As for 5 above. 
standard gauge near Chiltern. Passengers were trans- 
ferred by bus between Wangaratta platform and Junee. 
(The Daylight from Sydney was also delayed by an 
industrial dispute in Sydney). The first bus arrived at f sauie : : 
Albury at 7.45 pm en ie leet at 8.53 pm, arriving at a speedy reliable S class. This trip also picked up 13’ en 
Wangaratta at 10 pm. Waiting in the platform was the route. Enough said. 

Daylight which had left Melbourne that morning with  g Time lost to cross a Down goods, Down Spirit of 


7. Perway restriction still at Chiltern. 6' lost to cross the 
late running Down Spirit of Progress, 2' lost to cross the 
Down Southern Aurora and still arrive only |’ late behind 


X31 additional, having been taken from a Down goods Progress, Down Southern Aurora. Time is regained en 
because X50 was now long end leading (30 mph max. route due to speed, but once running late further delays 
speed). After a rapid exchange of passengers and lug- are incurred in crossing opposing trains, particularly the 
gage (which was placed in the van without tickets) the Down Spirit of Progress. 

Daylight departed at 10.12 pm (280' late). Waiting in ; ‘ , 

Alumatta Loop was X54 with the Down Spirit of Progress Just to show that the Daylight is late at other times too, 


(25' late at this stage). Waiting in Glenrowan Loop was _ the following Table 2 shows some details of other journeys. 
C504 and an S class (317?) on a Down goods and C501 

and X49 also on a Down goods, With these two trains in Table 2: 

the loop, the Daylight had to stop to allow the goods to ‘Dire 

move forward to clear the Up end points. Another 1980 Loco Direction 

Down goods behind C502 was waiting in Benalla Loop; 


this train reversed behind the Daylight so that the Down 16.6 X49 Up passing Wallan 7.54 (27 late) 
Southern Aurora behind X48 could cross. At last we 23.6 X50 Down passing Wodonga ‘12.55 pm (25' late) 
could have a clear go; but no, the first warning came 7.7 X51 Dowa arrive Albury lpm (25) 
near Seymour and then Tallarook of signal checks (Up 7, X51 Up depart Albury 5.34 pm (46°) 
goods ahead of us). Just outside Broadford we came to ; : Lae ; 

a stop — the Up goods ahead of us had failed! After *’ “ Up depart -Aloucy 20/Pnt we) 
safeworking procedures our locomotives (with Daylight '07 — * vp departvalbuty eee 

attached) pushed the failed goods into Broadford Loop, '!!:7_—- S317, Down arrive Albury 12.45 pm 10) 
reversed and set off again. By now most of the SG loco- 14.7 X54 Down arrive Albury 1.01 pm (26) 
motives were north of us! All was not straight going yet. 14.7 X54 Up depart Albury 6 pm (72) 
—at Tullamarine Loop we stopped to cross T355, T and 15.7 X50 Up depart Albury 12.48 pm (13°) 
Y122 running light engine to pick up the failed goods at 16.7 X51 Up depart Albury 4.48 pm on time 


Broadford and waited for another ten minutes! Even at j¢7 


‘ x49 Up depart Albury 4.51 pm (3°) 
2.30 am bureaucracy still works — the luggage had been Sa SAS iG beers ABU 902m 954") 
put in the van at Wangaratta to speed up the transfer- - : ‘i beanie a a 
2oeT x49 Down arrive Albury 12.55 pm (20°) 


ring, but without checks. A porter asked for the luggage 


check! Taxis at VicRail expense carried many of the x49 Up depart Albury 5.50 pm (62') 


22.7 
passengers home. 23.7 x49 Down arrive Albury on time 
4. Time was lost on a long perway speed restriction at the 23.7. X3! Up depart, Albury desipm (187) 
site of the Chiltern derailment and crossing the Down 24.7 x49 Up depart Albury 5.18 pm (30) 
Spirit of Progress. 25,7 X51 Down arrive Albury 1.07 pm (32') 
5. Perway restriction still at Chiltern and signal failure at 28.7) X50 Up passing Tallarook 8.10 pm (72) 
Tullamarine. 30.7 X54 Down arrive Albury 12.41 pm (6) 
34:7 $317 Down arrive Albury 12.54 pm (19°) 
31.7 $317 Up depart Albury 5.02 pm (14) 


X51 eases the Spirit of Progress across the Maribyrnong 
River bridge, Footscray as it leaves Melbourne behind and . : . 
heads north, Tues.8.1.80. (Harry Williams) While the Daylight runs to a tight schedule and runs late 


most of the time the Down Spirit of Progress can run ahead 
of schedule and generally arrives on time as shown in 
Table 3. 


Table 3: ‘‘Smooth by Spirit” 


Date 

1980 Loco dep. Melb arr, Benalla arr, Albury Note 
25.5 X54 6.45 OT 9.08 (13) early) 0.48 (3) late) i 
1.6 X49 6.56 (11 late) 9.20 (1 early) 0.57 (12° late) 2 
8.6 X49 6.46 (1 late) 9.15 (6 early) 0.42 (3° early) 
16.6 X51 6.47 (2 late) 9.45 (22' late) 1.59 (74 late) 3 
22.6 X31 6.50 (5) late) 9.27 (6 late) 11.03 (18 late) 4 
29.6 X49 6.45 OT 9.22 (1 late) 0.46 (1 late) 

6.7 X49 6.46 (1) late) 9.14 (7 early 0.48 (3° late) 

13.7 X48 6.45 (OT) 9.17 (4 early) 0.46 (1 late) 

28.7 x49 6.45 (OT) 9.13 (10° early) 0.46 (1 late) 
Notes: 


1. Time lost crossing Up goods. 


2. Late start due to late running suburban trains (even on 
a Sunday!). Time lost crossing Up goods and following a 
Down goods. 


3. Delays in crossing Up Daylight and Up goods. Time lost 
due to perway restriction, Chiltern derailment site. 


4. Delay in crossing Up goods and Chiltern perway. 
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Vintage Engine, 4-6-0, D%639 is to be completely over- 
hauled and restored to running condition. This unsched- 
uled but highly welcome good news on the Victorian Broad 
Gauge steam preservation scene has come about through 
the generous offer of a group of community minded citi- 
zens of Ballarat to restore the 78 year old D? in conjunction 
with Sreamrail Victoria. 


BALLARAT TRADITION RE-KINDLED 


Ballarat is ideally equipped to undertake a unique project 
of this kind in that it has always been respected for its 
engineering excellence from the days of the famous 
Phoenix Foundry Company right through to the present 
time. The Phoenix Foundry built 352 locomotives for the 
VR between 1873 and 1904. Another 13 were constructed 
between 1919-1922 at the Ballarat North VR Workshops 
which is still a major engineering centre. The engineering 
companies include foundries, bearing and valve manufac- 
turers, heavy engineering and engineering suppliers who 
have the expertise to assist in the restoration work. 

There exists in Ballarat a large population of people who 
would be interested in helping the project on a voluntary 
basis. These people range from highly skilled present and 
former VR tradesmen who have moved into other special- 


ised fields in engineering, education and administration but 


retain a great interest in steam locomotives. In addition 
there are many retired tradesmen who retain extensive 
skills gained during the steam era. 


VR’s No.l ENGINE 


In August 1964 the VR agreed to a request to retain 
D*639 for enthusiast trips after it was due to be retired as 
the Commissioners’ Engine and replaced by diesel motive 
power in October. The Commissioners advised that the 
engine, which had been maintained in excellent condition 
to haul the State Governors, Parliamentarians, Commis- 
sioners and numerous other VIP specials, could be expec- 
ted to be available for the next four years when cessation 
of steam loco use by the Department and elimination of 
associated facilities would probably also mean the end of 
steam specials. 

Fortunately, the Commissioners were sympathetic 
towards continued steam preservation and 17 years later 
broad gauge main line steam still survives today. 


D*639 lasted until late 1973 when it was withdrawn due 
to the state of the boiler and poor mechanical condition, 
including wheels at the condemning stage. In its three- 
score-years-and-ten of regular service the veteran had 
steamed 1,277,000 miles. 

In the meantime while Sreamrail has been battling to 
maintain several K class, the ‘bread and butter’ revenue 
earners, and negotiate and undertake the restoration of an 
R class, D*639 was by necessity way down on the priority 
list. In years to come it was anticipated that this historic 
engine would, perhaps with Government assistance be 
restored. 


MAJOR PROJECT 


Quite unexpectedly the situation changed dramatically 
last May when Steamrail received a suggestion that Ballarat 
had the people experienced in steam and also the organis- 
ing ability to undertake the restoration of a steam loco- 
motive which subsequently became D*639. This offer had 
two great advantages. Not only will it add another and 
much respected engine to the depleted Sreamrail fleet 
(currently only K190 which is expected to be joined by 
another K at the beginning of the 1982 Steam season) but 
also, most importantly, this major restoration project will 
be undertaken entirely at Ballarat without increasing the 
work load on Sreamrail volunteers at the Newport Depot 
who will be able to continue in their endeavours to main- 
tain the Ks and get on with Plan R. 

Although D#639 was built at Newport Workshops in 
1903, 22 others were manufactured at Ballarat, 14 by 
Phoenix Foundry and 8 at the VR Ballarat North Work- 
shops. Thus the D#s do have a link with that city. 

After 16 years work in an almost unrelenting uphill 
battle to preserve VR main line steam this exciting new 
development is a great boost to the morale of the loyal and 
dedicated volunteers to whom the State, the public and in 
particular, the steam enthusiasts owe a great deal of 
gratitude. 

Representatives of State Parliament, industry, commerce, 
education, the Trades Hall, local media, other interested 
groups and Sreamrail Victoria attended a lunch meeting at 
the Ballarat State Offices on July 9 to formally adopt the 
project which received the unanimous support of. all 
present. There was an immediate rush to join the newly 


Opposite page: D3639 storms up to the portal of the Big Hill tunnel near Ravenswood, with a 220 ton sleeping car special 
during the ARHS Kulwin weekend tour, 23-24.10.65 (Claver P Carroll) 


Left: 639 leaves Toolamba on a Deniliquin bound special during June 1971. 


Right: Taking water at Echuca on the same trip. (Both photos Robert Morgan) 
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formed Sreamrail - Ballarat Branch which will handle the 
project. Ready cooperation was forthcoming from many 
quarters, including an offer from a crane firm to provide 
equipment without hire charge. The only cost will be a 
token payment to the crane drivers. The value of this offer 
can be judged by the fact that even at good rates, it cost 
$1040 for two cranes to lift K190 at Newport in May. A 
further meeting was scheduled in Ballarat on July 30 to 
invite public participation for the project which if done by 
paid labour would cost in the vicinity of $200,000. 
Whereas locos restored to running in the past have gen- 
erally been promoted under the theme ‘‘Help Bring Back 
...” D%639 will differ in that the slogan may well be ‘‘Help 
Bring Back Six-Thirty-Nine via Ballarat’?! All conscientious 
steam enthusiasts will be able to do just that on Sunday, 
August 23 when the D? will be transferred to Ballarat in 
conjunction with a special steam train hauled by K190. 
The project, which will be carried out in the security of 
the Ballarat State Electricity Commission Sidings, is 


For the Melbourne Cup 
carnival in 1971, D3639 ran 
10.25 am empty cars New- 
port Workshops — Spencer 
St and is seen here passing 
through Yarraville on 
Fri.5.11.. 71. (William 
Perussich) 


expected to take 12 months. It will be the biggest restor- 
ation job since the VR ceased major overhauls on steam 
locomotives in the mid-1960s. The work will involve 
almost a complete mechanical rebuild including replace- 
ment of the wheels. The existing boiler, fitted at Ballarat 
Workshops in 1958, will be replaced with a new boiler 
available from stock at Newport Workshops. Newsrail will 
keep readers fully informed of progress with this worth- 
while community project. 

D*639 in its role as the Commissioners’ Engine earned a 
favourite spot in the heart of the former (and last) VR 
Chairman of Commissioners, Mr George Brown. It was 
mainly through this friendship that Mr Brown personally 
saw to it that ‘‘The Old Girl’? was retained by and at Depart- 
mental expense for as long as possible in running condition. 
When your Newsrail scribe told Mr Brown about the project 
the retired railwayman replied ‘‘Yes, I had quite a lot to do 
with her. I’m delighted to hear she will run again. | will be 
glad to hear of progress and see her back in steam”’. 


Nearly a decade later, 639 sits at Spencer St with the Veteran Cars still attached as K190 sits on the Vintage 
Train set, Cavalcade of Transport display, Mon.26.1.81. (John Dare) 


The line between Penshurst and Dunkeld that has been 
the subject of several recent articles, was constructed as 
part of the Koroit and Dunkeld Railway, being 48 miles 76 
chains 10 links in length. All distances were taken from 
Koroit, at a point 175 miles 50 chains 4 links from Melb- 
ourne. The contract provided for a station to be built at 40 
miles 66 chains, which was approximately midway between 
Penshurst and Dunkeld. A considerable amount of excav- 
ating was done in the station ground, leaving mounds for 
the passenger platform and a goods platform. No doubt the 
spoil came in handy for forming the track bed over the low 
lying ground. On 7.10.1890 The Engineer in Chief for Rail- 
way Construction informed the contractor to stop work on 
this station and proceed to 39 miles 16 chains and erect a 
wooden platform at a new station site, adjacent to the 
level-crossing on the road leading to Hamilton. Further 
earthworks were carried out on both sides of the line at 
this second site for a station without a name. When I 
visited these locations in 1960 all the earthworks were 
clearly visible. A turntable was provided at Dunkeld for 
turning engines working the line and this was tested and 
made available for use on 24.2.1890. There were seven 
level-crossings with gates and no doubt gatekeepers’ 
houses, located at 32 miles 50 chains; 33 miles 4 chains; 33 
miles 18 chains; 37 miles 8 chains; 39 miles 8 chains; 40 
miles 52 chains and 44 miles 69 chains; together with eight 
open single line of PCR crossings. 


Ten bridges were built, ranging from three to nine open- 
ings with either eleven or fifteen feet centers, the two 
largest being Boonahwah Creek at 42 miles 2 chains with 
seven openings each fifteen feet, and Back Creek at 46 
miles 1 chain with nine openings each of eleven feet 
centers. 


The Melbourne Argus of 21.2.1891 announced ‘“‘that the 
Penshurst to Dunkeld line passenger service would be dis- 
continued for a time from when the new timetable took 
effect the next month, but that goods trains would con- 
tinue to use the line. Since the line’s opening not more 
than 600 passengers had used the service and receipts aver- 
aged ten shillings a day while the operating costs were forty 
shillings per day’. 


The new timetable came into operation on Tues. 
24.3.1891 and whilst the Penshurst to Dunkeld service had 
been discontinued, the VR gained two new lines — Fair- 
field Park to Riversdale, and Maldon to Shelbourne. 

The Hamilton Spectator of 26.3.1891 reported the 
decease of the railway — ‘‘The last train to run between 
Penhurst and Dunkeld left Penshurst yesterday, decorated 


T400 is not far from Pens- 
hurst as it runs across from 
Warrnambool. (Geoff Johns) 


Penshurst = Dunkeld (Continued) DES JOWETT 


as if for a marriage festival instead of being adorned with 
crepe, as one would have expected. The Penshurst people 
evidently intend to make light of their grievances and hide 
the canker worm of sorrow beneath a gay exterior. The 
gates along the line were closed and the gatekeepers dis- 
missed, so there is every reason to suppose that not even 
the promised luggage train will run”’. 

During the next few days local opposition to thg closure 
grew and the Argus of 28.3.1891 carried a report from the 
Koroit correspondent on the closure and removal of gate- 
keepers and other staff from the line with the fear that not 
even the promised goods train is to be retained. However, 
the Villiers Railway League were planning to send a depu- 
tation to the Railway Commissioners on April 8 to protest 
against the closure. The deputation met the Commis- 
sioners on April 9 (Argus 10.4.1891) led by Sir Bryan 
O’Loghlen, who claimed that the closure was illegal. The 
Commissioners replied that the line was not closed but that 
only the passenger service was withdrawn. If there was 
local goods traffic at any time it would be conveyed over 
the line. 

The railway was now in an unusual situation. Work had 
stopped on the intermediate station and it was never 
opened for public traffic, so there would be no local traffic 
on the line, thus the VR would never have to honour that 
condition. Traffic to or from Penshurst and Dunkeld and 
other destinations could still run via Hamilton if it would 
previously been conveyed over the direct line. 

During 1894 there were three contracts let for the 
removal of gatehouses from various lines, including one 
from ‘‘near Penshurst”’ to be re erected as SM’s residence 
at Penshurst, the other being for residences on the Goroke 
and Hopetoun lines, that could have included those on the 
closed section. All other contracts over the period to 1899 
were from specific locations. The turntable at Dunkeld was 
removed and re erected at Port Melbourne when a contract 
was let on 29.1.1897 costing £187.10.0 for the work. 

The dismantling of the line early in 1898 was recorded in 
the Australasian for January-June 1898 in an article ‘A 
Railway Torn Up’’, and the Argus of 23.2.1891 runs its 
leading article on the scandal of building the line. The spec- 
ified date for the completion of the line was 1.7.1889. Had 
the contractor been able to keep to this date and the 
intermediate ‘‘station without a name’ completed and 
opened for traffic, the line may have survived a little while 
longer. It would be interesting to know on what authority 
the 1898 dismantling was carried out, because it was not 
until Railway Dismantling Act No.5939 of December 1955 
was the line authorised for dismantling. 


B6O hauls the Vintage Train between Elmore and Rochester 
as it returns from Echuca on Sun.1.3.81. (Greg King) 


RUNNING EXTRA 


K190 pauses at Armadale 
station (renamed Glenfer- 
rie) for shooting of the film 
about Squizzy Taylor, Sat. 
20.6.81. (Ken Williams) 
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81 is seen here on its return to Caulfield with E1166 and E1107 hauling 


RTA special to Warragul on Sat.20.6 


241D and 260D. (Ken W 
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K153 storms over the top of Blackburn bank on 29. 


81. (Graham Cornish) 
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Above: RM64 passes the old North Carlton station as it 
heads for Fitzroy on the AREA tour, 3.6.81. (Ken Williams) 


Left: “Who bought the red flag.” RM64 pauses at one of the 
level-crossings on the line as it heads for home. This was the 
last passenger train on this line. (Ken Williams) 


Above: K190 passes over the trestle bridge on the Up side of 
Eltham as it heads for Hurstbridge. Sun.21.6.81. (Michael de 
Josselin) 


Below: The same train leaves Greensborough. (Ken Williams) 


Right: On arrival at Hurstbridge, 190 ran ahead and allowed 
the M car to haul the train into the platform. (Ken Williams) 


HURSTBRIDGE LINE 


Traffic 


GENERAL 


Loop moves on: Melbourne Underground Rail Loop Auth- 
ority manager Mr Frank Watson believes the final cost of 
the Loop can be kept within the latest $475 million target. 
The most recent estimate, made in June last year, was 
$426.82 million, but State Parliament has allowed the Loop 
authority to borrow up to $475 million. 

When the project begain in 1972, it was estimated to cost 
$117.23 million. But since then the figure has been forced 
up by inflation and additions to the basic plan. The whole 
system of three stations and four rail tunnels should be fin- 
ished early in 1983. The next station to be handed over to 
VicRail will be Parliament station and the Clifton Hill - 
City Circle Loop line, early next year. It’s estimated that 
around 36,000 journeys are made each week day through 
the new Museum Station. (Sun, 26.5.) 


VicRail outlines plans: VicRail chairman Mr Alan Reiher 
has outlined his long-range plans for freight and passenger 
services in the Wimmera. He said VicRail was establishing 
an efficient core of passenger services, to be established by 
the end of 1983. Main grain haulage lines would be main- 
tained to a high standard but less-used lines would have 
less maintenance. Mr Reiher warned that he could not give 
an assurance that spur freight lines such as Jeparit to Yanac 
and Natimuk to Carpolac would remain open in the long 
term. He told Arapiles Shire councillors that the Carpolac 
line would not be upgraded but would be maintained at its 
present standard. He had no clear indication from the state 
government on whether money was available for freight 
service improvements. 

He said major changes to the state’s passenger services 
were assured of government money as firmly as the gov- 
ernment could give such assurances. The plan was to 
improve the main corridors of traffic and close passenger 
services on the periphery. Fuel and service costs were ridic- 
ulously high on lines with little patronage. With about 100 
new Steel-bodied carriages and rebuilt locomotives, VicRail 
would provide a core of good passenger service which 
would eventually encourage people back to rail. At present 
three percent of long-distance travellers go by rail. Mr 
Reiher said the core would be expanded when people 
returned to rail. There was no way the railways could be 
fully upgraded. Most carriages were 60 to 80 years old and 
made of wood. All locomotives had done more than five 
million kilometres. The state’s rail network had not been 
overhauled since it was established. One locomotive cost 
$1 million and a carriage, $2 million. Mr Reiher said the 
state’s country passenger service was far from being satis- 
factory. He applauded the decision to upgrade the core of 
the system. It would be the first major overhaul since the 
rail network was put down. He frankly admitted that un- 
economic services had to be replaced by road transport. Mr 
Reiher hoped VicRail would have a new reservation 
system for long distance passengers by the end of 1981 
similar to computerised airline bookings. (Wimmera Mail 
Times, 1.6) 


VicRail to lease City sites: VicRail put some of the most 
valuable real estate in Melbourne up for lease recently. The 
land, in two parcels, stretches from Flinders St along the 
west side of Spencer St to LaTrobe St and along the north 
side of the Flinders St extension between Spencer St and 
Footscray Rd. VicRail had called for tenders to lease and 
develop all or part of the land. The Spencer St site includes 
the old VicRail headquarters, Spencer St Station and the 
large station car park. VicRail said that this did not mean 
the buildings would be pulled down or the car park would 
go. The tender also offers for development the land and-or 
air Space over the site. 

Air space was understood to mean that present facilities 
could be built over without being destroyed. The four- 
block length in Spencer St is believed to be the biggest 
single lease ever offered privately in the centre of Melb- 
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ourne. VicRail said the site and other land around the 
corner in Flinders St, was attractive because it was close to 
the new World Trade Centre, just across the road. A devel- 
oper who decided to build offices on the site could have a 
ready-made tenant. VicRail, in its tender notice says it 
could be prepared to lease back about 20,000 square 
metres of office space for VicRail staff. (Sun, 5.6) 


A cash shortage affects contractors: Some VicRail contrac- | 
tors say they will have to put off staff unless VicRail pay its — 
bills — some of them more than two months old. The con- 
tractors, who complained about the slow payment, were 
told no money was available under after the start of the 
new financial year. They say they were told VicRail had run 
out of money and had asked State Treasury for an extra 
allocation. (Sun, 5.6) 


Planning a tourist rail? A number of organisations have | 
expressed a desire to operate a tourist railway on a line or 
part of a line of railway within Victoria which VicRail has 
closed for traffic. The Minister of Transport is presently 
considering the various submissions prior to taking the | 
matter to Cabinet for decision. To ensure that the interests — 
of all organisations are considered, the Minister has direc- | 
ted that an opportunity be given to any organisation which 
has not already registered an interest with the Minister to 
do so. Replies should include the line or part of the line of 
railway in which the organisation is interested, advice as to 
where the required capital to finance the venture will be 
obtained, and what rollingstock would be used. 
Organisations which are presently recorded as having an — 
interest, and who are not required to make any further 
submission are — 
Alexandra Timber Tramway and Museum, and the Shire 
of Alexandra 
Bellarine Peninsula Railway 
Castlemaine and Maldon Railway Preservation Society 
Daylesford Carlsruhe Railway Preservation Committee 
Tallarook Yea Tourist Preservation Society 
Tallangatta Valley Steam Preservation Society 
Walhalla Tourist Railway (IB) 


More funds for public transport: An extra $55 million for 

Victoria next financial year has been recommended by the 

Commonwealth Grants Commission. And the commission 

says Victoria should get a gradually increasing share of 

Federal tax revenue in the future. The commission’s 

report, which follows a two-year study of Commonwealth 

State tax sharing arrangements, was released today. Vic- 

toria’s Premier, Mr Thompson said he will continue to 

press for additional concessions in other areas of Federal 
funding such as grants for public transport. (Herald) 

Rail line reprieve: The State Government has changed its 

mind about closing several suburban rail lines as recom- 

mended in the Lonie Report. They are the Port Melbourne, 

St. Kilda, Upfield and Williamstown lines. 

Port Melbourne: A smaller train will operate a shuttle ser- 
vice on weekdays and Saturdays and two Tramways 
Board bus services will run parallel to the line at night 
and on Sundays. 

St. Kilda: A smaller train will operate a shuttle service on 
weekdays and Saturdays, and tram services will run 
nights and Sundays. 

Upfield: Smaller trains will operate on weekdays and Satur- 
days, with the present arrangements for Sundays contin- 
uing, and a similar service being introduced at night. 
Some level-crossings will be closed to road traffic, and 
automatic boom bafriers will be installed at the other 
crossings. 

Williamstown: Services will continue and the timetable will 
be reviewed as the suburban service is extended to Wer- 
ribee. However the Altona line still faces the axe and a 
bus is scheduled to replace the the train connecting at 
Newport with Melbourne services. (Herald) 


NEWSRAIL 


C508-507 wait at Melton with the 7.05 am Up Ballarat passenger train as B73 arrives on the 8.30 am Down 
Horsham, Sat.27.2.80. (John Dare) 


New Comeng suburban trains: Due to the width of the 
new trains (10 feet) they will be only permitted to run on 
the following lines initially, Glen Waverley, Alamein, 
Belgrave, Lilydale and Dandenong. However even these 
lines are not completely free of restrictions for the new 
trains. There are certain locations at Flinders St, Caul- 
field and Dandenong where the new trains must not be 
allowed to pass each other. (CC) 

Radio testing train: A special 3 car silver train ran from 
Flinders St to Burnley via the underground loop on 11.6. 
The train was used to test radio frequencies and was 
ae to work in the area from 12.20 am to 6.00 am. 
KW 


Lack of transport to VFL Park: Will VFL Park — the 
League’s glamor venue — become an expensive white 
elephant because of its huge transport problems? Rec- 
ently a record crowd at the park caused the worst traffic 
chaos in the park’s 12 year history. Many ways of counter- 
ing the huge transport problem have been looked at. 
Plans for a rail loop to the Ferntree Gully station were 
dismissed because of a $200 million price tag. Other 
plans which have been on the drawing board for some 
time include a cheaper rail link, a trolley bus service and 
a private bus relay to a number of suburban railway 
stations. It is now being suggested by many _ traffic 
experts that Waverley was a stupid place to put VFL park 
anyway! (Sunday Press, 14.6) 

Raise peak hour fares: A major State Government 
report says public transport fares should include a prem- 
ium for peak-period travel. The premium, possibly also 
for evening and weekend travel, would more realistically 
reflect the cost of providing the service. The report 
describes public transport in Melbourne as ‘‘unduly 
expensive and inefficient’. It predicts an annual public 
transport deficit of about $190 million within four years, 
with an accumulated deficit of nearly $900 million. 
(Herald) 


Weedex to Belgrave: On 11.6, just before noon, 1365 
leading 1402 arrived at Upper Ferntree Gully. 1365 
uncoupled and went into the entrance to the carriage sid- 
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ings. Following the arrival of an Up suburban train, T402 
took the train on towards Belgrave. Speed was down on 
the grade to Upwey due to persistent wheel slip. At 
Belgrave the train ran into platform 1. A short time later 
7365 running light engine arrived and coupled to the 
rear of the train. At about 1.00 pm, T365 pulled the train 
out leaving T402 in the platform to follow light engine 
behind the train. It was a busy time at Upper Ferntree 
Gully for a short time, with the Down suburban train in 
platform 1, the Weedex in platform 2, a parcels van in 
the carriage spur and T402 light engine, a section out of 
the station. Both T classes looked clean and tidy, as if 
they had both recently been in the workshops. (SJC) 


Tenders: The following tenders were advertised by Vic- 

Rail recently and close on the dates shown. 

15.7.81 — Supply and delivery of 4 No. air compressors for 
Tulloch railcars. 

25.7.81 — Supply and delivery of 4500 metres of economy 
class seating fabric. 

29.7.81 — Supply and delivery of 4 No. diesel alternator 
sets for Tulloch railcars. (Age 19.6) 


VicRail lights up: The State Government has recently 
announced a grant of $60,000 from the Transport fund to 
floodlight the facade of the Flinders St railway station. The 
lights to be switched on early in July will concentrate on 
the main entrance, the Flinders St facade, the Elizabeth St 
clocktower and the old copper dome. (Sun, 23.6) 


The movie special: A special train consisting of a CW, AW, 
BE, BCPL and worked by K190 was used for filming 
sequences of the new ‘‘Squizzy Taylor’? movie on 22.6. 
The train was used between Richmond and Burnley under 
absolute occupation of the Down Burnley through line 
from 9.42 am to 2.30 pm. (KW) 


Puffing Billy film star: On the evening of 1.6, loco 7A 
starred in its green livery in the filming of a television 
series titled, ‘‘Come Midnight Monday”’ which tells the 
story, believe it or not, of the fight to retain a steam train 
passenger service threatened with closure due to redun- 
dancy, a topical theme these days. Filming went on well 
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into the night and the floodlights created a spectacular 
scene as the loco shuffled up and down the Belgrave yard. 
On 13.6, the same loco steamed off down the line with a 
short consist of an NBD, NBL, (one of the ex Mt Lyell 
cars) and an NAC car. Together they made up a very 
stylish train. The return working was quite an event with 
locos 14A and 7A double heading a thirteen car train. 
(AW) 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Late pilot: The Williamstown pilot on 11.6 was noted 
arriving Newport at 5.11 pm, in the middle of peak hour, 
some 5 hours later than its normal time. Departure was at 
5.13 pm onto the Brooklyn loop line. (WH) 


Double Ys: On Sat.20.6, one of the Werribee railmotors 
for the morning was replaced by two Y class and a 4 car- 
riage train. (WH) 

Parallel run: On 26.6, two Down goods trains arrived 
Newport shortly after 11 pm on the 2 goods lines from 
Brooklyn. At 11.20 both trains were given a signal to pro- 
ceed. S310 with about equal to 60 went via the back road 
and W siding, getting line over B60 with a slightly smaller 
train, which went via the Up platform and the east main 
line. B60 was stopped on the Up side of Champion Rd 
while S310 went ahead. Both trains ran parallel through 
Newport and around the bend, exchanging whistles, and 
proved a spectacular sight to watch. B60 departed at 11.26 
pm, close behind $310. (WH) 

Quiet weekend at Hamilton: Silence reigned at Hamilton 
over Queen’s Birthday weekend (5.6). Although most 
roads were occupied by made up sets of a variety of VR 
and AN vehicles all awaiting movement, a total of eleven 
locomotives remained stabled in the loco, shut down for 
the weekend. The locos were $311, T352, 356, 359, 367, 
oe 371, 404, 408, Y150 with yellow handrails and RT15. 
RB) 

New passenger services to Portland: VicRail’s proposals 
for a new Portland - Melbourne passenger service will be 
the subject of a public meeting at Portland. Despite an 


obvious loss of the Portland - Ararat - Melbourne rail ser- 
vice, town clerk, Mr Philip Shanahan, was confident the 


new plan would offer a greater range of options to the trav- | 


elling public of the district. He said under the proposals, 
discussed at a meeting between VicRail, Portland town and 
shire councils, VicRail would offer three services from 
Portland each day. Coaches to Melbourne, via Warrnam- 
bool, would leave Portland twice daily, early in the 
morning and lunchtime. Both would connect with the 
Warrnambool - Melbourne train service. Apart from this, 
VicRail also proposes to run a coach service between Port- 
land, Hamilton, Ballarat and Melbourne seven days a 
week. 


In recent months Portland rail passengers have travelled | 


to Ararat via coach to connect with the Melbourne train. 
The trip, starting at 6.20 am took about six hours. Under 
the new proposals travellers will have the option of leaving 
Portland at 6 am, or, 11.50 am on the Warrnambool route, 
or Hamilton - Melbourne run. There would be three 
returns at 12.15 am, 12.50 pm and 2.45 pm. Full details of 
the proposed new timetables for all three services, will be 
presented at the public meeting. (Portland Observer, 19.6) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Long Jet: On 6.6, a Down Adelaide express goods was 
sighted at Sunshine hauled by C506 and C510 trailed by 50 
bogie vehicles with a gross load of over 2000 tonnes. (PS) 


Bacchus Marsh special: On 6.6, a special passenger train 


ran to Bacchus Marsh on behalf of the St Ambrose Catho- | 


lic Federation. The train was hauled by a T class and con- 
sisted of BCPLI1 (Dance Car), 4 BPL and CW van and 
was timed to leave Spencer St at 10.00 pm and return at 
12.19 am on 7.6. (KW) 

Livestock specials: On 10.6 and 19.6, special trains 
conveying an approximate load of 950 tonnes conveyed 
livestock destined for Dry Creek, SA. In both cases the 
trains left Newmarket and ran via Cressy. (KW) 
Dimboola pass.: On 15.6, the 4.56 pm Dimboola pass. was 
sighted at Spencer St hauled by S301, B70, X46. (WN) 


B74-84 on an Up goods that collects empty vehicles from wayside station arrives Murtoa on 4.1.79. (Mark Bau) 


Triple header: The Up Dimboola pass. was observed pass- 
ing ‘Win Warrenheip on 22.6 hauled by $301, S307, 
S313. (IF 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Daylesford line: Although the Daylesford line has been 
closed for a few years now it recently featured prominently 
in two new articles. 

Rails stolen. Some people are keen on railways but a man 
from Gordon, 35 km east of Ballarat, has allegedly gone 
too far. A 37-year-old man was charged at Ballarat 
watch-house with stealing 1600 railway sleepers, 3200 
sleeper plates and 10,984 ft of railway line worth a total 
of about $8500. Railway officials began an investigation 
recently when about 1.6 km of railway track disappeared 
from the closed Daylesford - Trentham line. (BG) 
Restore it: Work on the old Daylesford to Carlsruhe line 

has begun but more train enthusiasts and volunteers are 
needed to restore it. A recent festival at the Daylesford 
railway station proposed to open the old line. The train 
will hopefully be run by a private railway preservation 
society in about 18 months. The first stage of the line 
will be between two stations, Musk and Trentham. 
Daylesford station will eventually become a museum 
and there are plans for trips for the public. If you are 
interested in this project and would like further infor- 
mation contact Mr Dane Hawley, Everything Shop, 
Daylesford. (Broadmeadows Observer) 

Echuca sightings: 

15.5: T371, T382, Y166. 

18.5: Y165, T366, Y166. T366 brought in a goods via Tool- 
amba. 

19.5: Y164, T353. Y164 arrived with a goods consisting of 
9VOWA, 10M, 4GH 6GY, ZLP. 

20.5: T366 left on goods via Toolamba. Y168 in yard. 

22.5: T322 on pilot duties. 

28.5: Y163, Y165, Y168 left on long Up goods at 5.26 pm. 

29.5: Y163 arrived at 5.32 pm on Down goods with 
ISVHWA, 2J, 21GY and ZF van. (FS) 
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me 


L1168 crosses the Patterson River at Carrum with the Up 
local Frankston goods. Fri.6.2.81. (John Dare) 


Bendigo activity: On 23.5, T325 formed the Down Swan 
Hill pass. ex Bendigo consisting of 2AZ, 1BZ, 16CE. The 
Up Swan Hill pass. arrived Bendigo behind X38 and contin- 
ued onto Melbourne as the 12 noon pass. Despite a late 
start by 6 minutes, arrival in Melbourne was on time. X36 
and T1356 were passed at Kyneton. (FS) 


Balranald buildings to go: Tenders closing on 17.6 are 
invited for the purchase and removal of goods shed, tim- 
ber decked platform and station structure from Balranald. 
(Bendigo Advertiser, 20.5) 

Another special to Macedon: In what appears like becom- 
ing a regular thing a group called ‘‘Fun Tours Pty Ltd”? ran 
a special train consisting of a T class, 2 CW vans and three 
BW cars to Macedon and return on 20.6. (SC) 


Rice train hijacked: Bendigo railway workers have seized 
a freight train destined for Geelong with 1750 tonnes of 
rice on board. Unionists say the train will not move from 
the goods yard until the State Government agrees to a 
public inquiry into the closure of the South Gippsland line. 
They seized the rice train at 2.30 am on 22.6, 30 minutes 
before it was due to head for Geelong. Railway unions, 
campaigning for full public inquiries into the closure of 
some passenger rail services in Victoria, have seized more 
than 20 trains. (FS) 

Weed spraying train: The weed spraying train ran to 
Echuca and return between 23.6 and 26.6. The train was 
held at Bendigo on 26.6 to spray the yards. The train con- 
sisted of T class, 1ZL-1HW-1HD-1U-5WA-1WZ. (SC) 


SHEPPARTON LINE & BRANCHES 


New steel centre: A new regional steel centre was recently 
opened at Shepparton by J Murray Moore which will serve 
areas in Northern Victoria and the Riverina bounded by 
Barham, Deniliquin, Finley, Rochester and Benalla. The 
new centre costing $250,000 has a rail siding and it is 
planned to have steel railed into the siding at the rate of 
about 2000 tonnes per annum. (VicRail News) 
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Rotary goes by train: On 3.6, the Kyabram and Tatura 
Rotary Clubs had their usual meeting but with a slight 
difference. It was the first time their usual meetings had 
been held on a train. Kyabram club organised a train trip to 
Seymour in place of the regular weekly meeting and 
Rotaryannes, Rotaractors and guests were invited to par- 
ticipate. A crowd of some 180 people attended and all 
voted it a wonderful night. The train which took on 
passengers at Kyabram, Merrigum, Tatura and Toolamba, 
was complete with a special dance car. Many people vir- 
tually danced their way to Seymour and during the trip the 
Tijuana staff served drinks and savouries. The train arrived 
back in Kyabram at about midnight with everyone express- 
ing their thanks to the organisers for such a wonderful and 
novel night’s entertainment. (Free Press, 9.6) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Bright line workings: On 25.5, T344 worked a train from 
Wangaratta to Myrtleford and return. Included in the con- 
sist was van ZD237, an unusual working on this line. 
Additional trains ran as follows: 26.5 T360, 27.5 T364, 28.5 
T325, 29.5 T344, 2.6 T373, 9,6 T383, 19.6 T399. (IM) 


C class on sg pass.: On 12.6, I joined the northbound 
Daylight at Sunshine and noted with concern that the 
engine was C501. The following times were recorded, Sun- 
shine 9.20 am, Wallan 9.58 am, Broadford 10.20 am, 
Seymour 10.39 am, Euroa 11.20 am, Benalla 11.54 am, 
Wangaratta 12.24 pm, Chiltern 12.52 pm, Wodonga 1.15 
pm, Albury 1.25 pm. Between Wodonga and Albury the 
conductor was obliged to make an announcement to the 
effect that VicRail regretted the delay which was due to 
speed restrictions. He conveniently failed to mention that 
the speed restrictions only applied because a C class unit 
had been supplied. (IM) 


Seymour commuter train air-conditioned: Patrons who 
regularly travel on the 6.35 am pass. from Seymour to 
Melbourne were able to experience some additional com- 
fort and perhaps a taste of things to come, when on 18.6 
this train was operated by a mixture of non air-con. cars 
and air-con. cars. Locos X34 and B78 led a consist of CE, 
BW, BS, AS, AW, C van which had been formed by the 
empty cars off the 8.22 pm arrival from Warrnambool the 
previous day. This set had been despatched to Tallarook at 
about 4.00 am when shunters at Seymour imposed an 
indefinite ban on the make up of both the 5.50 am and 6.35 
am commuter sets. Bus operator, ‘“‘Seymour Passenger 
Services’’ provided a road coach connection from Seymour 
to Tallarook for those passengers affected by the sudden 
disruption. (PJS) 


ORBOST LINE & BRANCHES 


Pakenham car park: Tenders close on 1.7 for the supply 
and laying of bituminous concrete and/or roadway at the 
Pakenham railway station. (Age) 

Briquette train at Oakleigh: On 16.6 the 5.30 am Up Foot- 
scray briquette train was seen refuged at Oakleigh. The L 
class loco was replaced by two Y class engines which 
moved the loaded 46 bogie vehicles of briquettes very 
slowly out of No.3 road. (IB) 

E class to Warragul: On 20.6, a special train consisting of 
two Tait D cars numbered 241 and 260 and hauled by two 
E class electric locos, numbers 1106 and 1107, ran to 
Warragul and return. The maximum speed was 35 mph. 
Timings were Flinders St 9.50 am, Warragul arrive 12.30 
pm and return to Flinders St at 4.05 pm. Three photostops 
were to be held during the journey. (KW) 

Ride test train: On 22.6, a special 7 car Harris train consist- 
ing of SOIM, 601T, 602T, 502M, SOIBT, 603T, 503M, was 
scheduled to run from Flinders St to Pakenham and return 
to conduct speed tests over the route. The train was timed 
to run up to speeds of 70 mph. (KW) 


Warragul events: On the weekend of 20.6, a briquette 
train hauled by L1153 and L1156 with VHBY hopper wag- 
ons was hijacked at Warragul as part of the ARU protest 
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over the closing of the Yarram line. As a further part of the 
Union dispute all passenger trains east of Warragul were 
stopped after a signalman at Traralgon was stood down. By 
26.6. only the 4 local Warragul trains ran. As no trains orig- 
inate or terminate at Warragul on weekends no trains ran 
on the line at all on 27.6 and 28.6. On 30.6 an Up goods 
consisting of timber and general loading left Warragul at 
about 7.35 am hauled by 2 B class locos with the first B 
sli an enormous amount of exhaust smoke. 
CR 


YARRAM LINE & BRANCHES 


New Cranbourne service: The Minister for Transport, Mr 

Maclellan, said a new rail shuttle service would operate | 
between Dandenong and Cranbourne. He said the new ser- | 
vice was being introduced to coincide with the start of the 
new road bus service between Melbourne, Leongatha and 
Yarram. Mr Maclellan, MLA for Berwick, said eight return 
trips would operate on weekdays between Dandenong and 
Cranbourne with four return trips running on Saturdays. 
All services will connect with suburban trains at Dande- | 
nong and two return trips in each direction will be exten- 

ded to Koo-wee-rup and Lang Lang. The service will have 

a three-month trial. At least 600 passengers will need to 

use it each week to justify it continuing after September, 

Mr Maclellan said. (Sun, 5.6) 

Yarram troubles: Commencing on 9.6, the Yarram line 

was officially served by a bus departing from Spencer St. 

However some residents and rail Unions had other ideas 

when the train consisting of T336 and the usual carriage 

consist was blockaded at Yarram. In addition DRC41 and 

trailers 27MT and 29MT were also impounded at Leon- 

gatha. As the week went by further moves by rail Unions 

eventually had 7 locomotives tied up on the line and 

because of the blockade VicRail announced that in effect 

the entire Yarram line was now closed for all traffic. 

Despite the fact the VicRail had stood down over 80 men 

because of their refusal to carry out duties as directed the 

locomotives and trains still remained in a state of limbo at 

Yarram, Leongatha and Korrumburra. In the continuing 

battle over the Yarram line a further freight train was 

seized by protestors at Hastings. The train from Lysaghts 

steel plant at Westernport was blockaded late on 16.6. 

In subsequent developments additional freight trains 
were seized by the Unions at Somerton, Hamilton, Sey- 
mour, Kilmore East, Traralgon and Dynon. As at 23.6 the 
total number of barricaded trains totalled 26. The Union 
action caused the Minister of Transport to announce that 
he expected no trains to run at all in Victoria within a few 
days. The Unions replied that freight trains will continue to 
be black banned until a proper public hearing is held on 
replacement passenger services. The Unions reassured the 
public that their bans would not effect passenger trains and 
even promised to run passenger trains without their 
members receiving any wages if necessary. 

In an attempt to bring the matter to a head the State 
Government announced on 23.6 that all normal work must 
resume within 48 hours otherwise severe penalties will be 
imposed against Union members. Despite all the protesting 
activity on the line the replacement bus service continued 
to run from and to Spencer St station. Some journeys to 
and from Yarram are timed to run express to Korumburra. 
Passengers will continue to pay normal VicRail fares and all 
concessions, including pensioners, apply. 

As a further protest on closure of passenger train oper- 
ations, the Labor Party and Union groups organised a 
special train of protest to run from Flinders St to Berwick 
where they were to march to the Minister of Transport’s 
residence and hold a rally. The train was formed by a 
special 3 car Silver set which departed Flinders St at 10.25 
am on Sun.28.6 and returned at 5.00 pm. However despite 
all the protesting and hijacking, industrial peace was finally 
won on 1.7 when the State Government agreed to allow 
the Union movement to submit evidence at a public hear- 
ing to be conducted by the Transport Regulation Board 
later in the year. (KW) 
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STONY POINT, MORNINGTON LINES 


Bus replacements: As from 15.6, the Mornington rail ser- 
vice was due to be replaced by a bus service. As from this 
date the new bus service will make 10 return trips on 
weekdays an increase of four trips over the previous rail 
service connecting with electric trains at Frankston. A total 
of 6 return trips will operate on Saturdays. The new time- 
table on a Monday to Friday basis provides for the follow- 
ing services to leave Frankston after connecting with 
suburban trains. 

Dep. Frankston: 7.28 am, 9.10 am, 10.43 am, 12.43 pm, 
2.23 pm, 3.43 pm, 5.01 pm, 6.11 pm, 7.21 pm. The run 
to Mornington takes about 25 minutes. 

Return services from Mornington depart the railway 
station at: 6.00 am, 7.15 am, 8.20 am, 10.10 am, 12.10 
pm, 1.50 pm, 3.05 pm, 4.35 pm, 5.45 pm, 6.55 pm. 

The Saturday timetable is as follows: 

Dep. Frankston: 7.43 am, 9.03 am, 10.43 am, 12.03 pm, 
1.23 pm, 6.43 pm. 

Dep. Mornington: 7.10 am, 8.30 am, 10.10 am, 11.30 am, 
12.50 pm, 6.10 pm. 


Where is it? 


The station buildings in this picture are closed, but the 


| line on which it is located is important. Twice during its 


long history it has acted as a terminus, but today, it is 
mainly a wayside stop. The nearest station to it was Home- 
bush closed in 1957. Among the distinguishing features of 


However, Peninsula area residents in an effort to retain 
their rail services seized a passenger train at Crib Point. 
Residents stood in front of the 5 carriage passenger train 
and T class loco that was intended to return with sailors 
from HMAS Cerberus for their weekend leave. (IB) 


If YOU are interested in Railway why not join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 


Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX, 5177AA G.P.O. MELBOURNE 3001 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 


DETAILS: A.R.H.S. Membership Officer 
Box 5177A, G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


this station is the milepost on the platform, reading ‘‘127”’. 
The old station was originally built to serve a gold mining 
town and it is thought that it was originally planned as a 
stopping place on the main line which now runs to Mildura. 
Where is it? (Answer p.194.) 


Works 


New container terminal: A 630-metre stretch of concrete 
is the first stage of two tracks being laid for two giant 
gantry cranes at the South Dynon freight terminal. This 
construction is part and parcel of the expansion of the con- 
tainer terminal at the Dynon freight complex. Work started 
in January and this new section of the terminal is expected 
to be operating late this year. Two giant gantry cranes, 
fitted to handle containers and worth over $1.5 million, 
were purhcased from the State Rail Authority of New 
South Wales last year and are designed to lift containers up 
to 12.2 metres long. Because this spot at South Dynon is 
subject to occasional flooding, tracks 32 metres apart, con- 
sist of two layers of concrete to support the enormous 
cranes. This expansion is in line with the ever increasing 
demand for bulk handling facilities caused by the rapid 
growth of container traffic and it is expected that six gantry 
cranes will eventually operate on this site. 


This extension to the container terminal is on the site of 


the steel handling area, which has, in turn, moved a few 
hundred metres up the road to where the Way and Works 
store yard stood. The new steel handling yard stretches for 
several hundred metres, which is not surprising when you 
learn that the Broken Hill Proprietary Company runs 
250,000 tonnes of steel through the terminal a year. A new 
office and amenities building for VicRail and BHP staff has 
been built on the side of the yard and provides the latest in 
staff facilities. The car handling area where cars fresh from 
the assembly line are sent for distribution by rail to all 
parts of the country has moved temporarily over to Dynon 
freight terminal. In its place new arrival and departure 
tracks have been constructed. (VicRail News) 


New rail business at Brooklyn: Sadliers Transport has 
constructed a large loading area to move freight to Western 
Australia. The area is occupied by a large warehouse and is 
adequately served by a new rail siding. Further down the 


line Chadwick Transport has set up a wool pressing estab- 
lishment and will move an anticipated 8000 bales of wool 
each month from its rail siding., (VicRail News) 


Double track to Geelong soon: The last section of dupli- 
cated track between Little River and Corio is due to be fin- 
ished by early September and the State’s second-biggest 
city will then be connected by double track signalled for 
two way running. Duplication of the track on the Geelong 
line has been completed in stages — from Laverton to 
Werribee in February 1968, from Werribee to Little River 
in October, 1971, and from Corio to North Geelong in 
February 1959. Over 50,000 tonnes of ballast support this 
section of the track which has been formed with 10,000 
timber and 13,000 pre-stressed concrete sleepers. Dupli- 
cation of track was also carried out on bridges, including 
the Hovells Creek bridge near Lara, which with a span of 
18 metres is one of the largest bridges in the area. 

At Little River it has meant the complete modernisation 

of the station interior, but leaving the charming century 
old bluestone intact. This building is classified by both the 
National Trust and the Australian Heritage Commission 
which guarantees its preservation. A new relay signalling 
room has been built a few hundred metres down the track 
in bricks which have been carefully coordinated with the 
bluestone station. Corio will get an entirely new station 
situated on a new island platform, replacing the old station 
and single face platform. The present station still stands, 
although work has started on the new platform. (VicRail 
News) 
Great Western loop takes shape: Complete occupation 
was required on Sun.14.6 on the line between Ararat and 
Horsham to allow the Down and Up end points for a new 
2km long crossing loop to be inserted on the Up side of 
Stawell. The passenger train was stopped at Ararat and 
buses conveyed passengers to and from Horsham. (PM) 


Box Hill redevelopment. Looking east showing the temporary station building and footbridge. 
13.6.81. (Ken Williams) 


190 


NEWSRAIL 


Geelong 
Line 
Duplication 


T375 on a sleeper train near 
Lara on 26.4.81. 


The sleepers were too heavy to 
lift by hand — a crane makes 


light work of them. 


———----4 


The new island platform at 
Corio takes shape as the old 
platform looks on. 21.4.81. (All 
photos Bill Gras) 


Rollingstock 


ROLLINGSTOCK 


Colourful 91BPL: Various colour schemes have been used 
in refurbishing the interior of wooden bodied rollingstock 
and most are some variations of cream, chocolate and 
some browns. One unusual exception is 91BPL, seen in the 
Warragul school train consist recently with a two-tone 
turquoise and green interior walls. (RAH) 


Railcar news: The following information has been com- 
piled on railcars and trailers. 24.7.81. 


1. DERMS: 55RM, repairs at South Dynon, 56RM 
running ex Melbourne, 57RM at Newport Shops 
stripped to bare shell, 58RM at South Dynon for over- 
haul, 59RM at Melbourne, 60RM and 61RM at Bendigo 
for repairs, 62RM at Newport , 63RM at Bendigo and 
64RM at Newport for repairs. 


2. Trailers: 26MT running ex Melbourne. 27MT and 29MT 
attached to DRC42 and black banned at Leongatha as at 
28.6, 23MT at Newport possibly to be scrapped, 30MT 
running ex Melbourne. 


3. DRC: DRC40 almost due out of Newport Shops, 
DRC42 was at Ararat but has now been transferred to 
wa DRC43 at Newport for major repairs. 
(PWB 


F class: Three of the class, believed to be 206, 210, 214, 
were scrapped shortly after 23.5 and by 27.6 another F class 
had been placed on the scrap road, possibly 212. F204 and 
209 are stored at Newport (PWB) 


M class: Loco M231 is sitting at Newport minus its engine. 
There is a strong rumour that it will be completely over- 
hauled and sold for about $7,500 and join its brother M232 
on the Nowingi - Millewa line. (PWB) 


Tait scrapping: Tait cars, 235D, 236D, 235T, 283M and 
412M are stored at Jolimont Workshops, stripped of their 
interior fittings and awaiting scrapping. (PWB) | 


ABE cars reclassified: All ABE cars are to be converted to 
BE or those that are not worthy will be scrapped. Those 
lucky enough to survive and be converted will have all their. 
first class seats removed and replaced by economy seats. 
Unlike the former BU conversion where the new seats were. 
black the seats in the BE cars will be green. The cars will be 
numbered from 53BE upwards. The following cars have 
already been renumbered. 1ABE to 53BE, 4ABE to 54BE, 
SABE to S5SBE, 8ABE to S6BE, ?ABE to 57BE, 16ABE to 
60BE. The new BE cars will have 8 compartments rather 
than the existing 9 in a ‘normal’ BE carriage. (PWB) 
ABW reclassification: The existing fleet of ABW cars are 
to be converted to all economy BW cars. The ABW cars 
are an unusual carriage. Built in 1926/27 with a semi- 
eliptical roof they are the same length as the large BW cars 
numbered 60-70, which have 8 compartments rather than 
the usual 7. It is also interesting to note that the large AW 
cars were converted to the VFW cars for use on the stand- | 
ard gauge and are now being converted back to broad) 
gauge. The first class compartments in large AWs, ABWs 
seated 8 persons rather than the usual 6 because of the cars 
being 10 inches wider than normal non air-con. stock. The | 
ABWs have 3 first class compartments at one end and four 
economy class compartments at the other end. Sighted so 
far are cars, 81BW (62ABW), 82BW (63ABW). These two 
cars represent half the remaining ABW cars. Originally 
cars, 60, 61, 62, 63 and 65 were built, number 64 appar- 
ently never being constructed, whilst 6(0ABW is recorded 
as being scrapped on 12.2.74 and its body is now on a farm 
at Ravenswood. (see Newsrail, Oct.79). [65ABW converted 
to 3IMT — Editor]. (PWB) 


Someone needs to be taught to spell promptly, GY3586 at Kerang, 19.4.81. (Frank Sutton) 


—— 
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Snap suburban rail strike: On 3.6, members of the 
AFULE at the ERD depot, Jolimont walked off the job 
after a 4.00 am meeting to discuss a study being under- 
taken by VicRail supervisors. Many commuters were left 
stranded at suburban stations without warning. The train 
drivers eventually returned to work around 3.00 pm fol- 
lowing Union talks with VicRail Chairman, but evening 
peak hour trains were severely disrupted due to many 
trains being out of position. The evening trains that did run 
were half empty and thousands of travellers who had to 
return home and drive their cars to work struggled home 
along jammed roads. The Union came under severe 
criticism for its actions and fellow Union officials were 
annoyed that passengers were treated in this manner. The 
AFULE was one of the many rail Unions that severely 
attacked the Governments decision to cut back on public 
transport and so discourgaging people using the service. 
One way in which to ensure that people ignore rail trans- 
port is to call wildcat strikes similar to the one held on 3.6. 
Af rail Unions wish to see an increase in passenger usage it 
‘must be demonstrated to potential patrons that rail is a 
very reliable and efficient means of travelling. Irrespon- 
sible strike action will certainly win no friends and in the 
long term will lead to a further erosion of rail services and 
the very jobs that rail Unions are obligated to protect. One 
point in the Union’s favour was that it did apologise to 
passengers who were stranded by the strike and it was even 
“suggested that the strike was due to a ‘‘misunderstanding’’. 
(Sun/Herald) 


Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Tait train fire: Delays were experienced by Hurstbridge 
commuters on 3.6 when a Tait motor car 458M caught fire 
at Hurstbridge. The fire was quickly extinguished. A bus 
was brought into service between Diamond Creek and 
Hurstbridge until about 6.30 pm. (KW) 


Tree delays trains: In the early morning of 4.6 a tree fell 
across the overhead wires between Ringwood and Croydon 
and severely effected the morning peak period trains. A 
bus service was introduced between Ringwood and Croy- 
don with a rail shuttle service operating from Croydon to 
Lilydale. (PB) 


Intercolonial off at Ararat: In the evening of Sun.7.6, 
469ZD and the trailing bogie of Pioneer were derailed while 
K190 was shunting the Vintage Train carriages out of the 
platform. The two carriages were the trailing vehicles and 
at the time the loco was pushing the train into another road 
when they derailed on a set of points. The derailment 
occurred directly under the footbridge on the Up side of 
the platform. To rerail the carriages the Y class yard pilot 
took over the train, letting the K off the train to go to the 
loco depot. Rerailing was completed about 9 pm, and the 
carriages were placed in the dock platform ready for dep- 
arture next morning. (WH) 


Mathoura derailment: The 5.30 pm Deniliquin to Echuca 
goods hauled by Y168 was derailed on 15.6 when 10 GH 
wagons loaded with rice came off damaging about 60 
metres of track. (CC) 


| 214M is being smashed to bits at Newport Workshops on 4.8.78. (Graham Cornish) 
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Tasmania still retains passenger train: When Tasmania’s 
last passenger train service ceased a couple of years ago, 
locomotives and rollingstock scattered in all directions and 
for diverse purposes. The island state’s neat steamers and 
colourful red and cream cars have gone from the tracks, 
but they’re not lost. Kingsborough Junction craft centre at 
Margate, south of Hobart, is the resting place for MA class 
number 3, four carriages and a railcar. Not only do they 
look good, but they serve a useful purpose too. The old 
cars contain a carpenter’s and other craft shops, cafeteria 
and toilets. MA3 was one of 10 Pacific type locos built in 
1951 by Stephenson Hawthorns for passenger service and 
ie al was one of four converted to mixed traffic duties. 
NP 


Save our train committees: One good thing that came out 
of the Lonie Report was the huge public support demon- 
strated for railways and the many committees that were 
formed to save rail lines from threatened closure. If any 
reader would like to support some of these groups, four 
postal addresses are shown below: 


1. Peninsula Transport Action Committee, 47 Turner Rd, 
Langwarrin, 3910. 

2. Williamstown Altona Rail Committee, P.O. Box 56, 
Newport, 3015. 


3. St. Kilda Line Train Committee, 78 Acland St, St. Kilda, 
3182. 

4. Bayside Public Transport Committee, 232 Bay St, Port 
Melbourne, 3207. (LB) 


Reader’s question: We have all heard of Heavy Harry 
(H220) and most of us are aware of his vital statistics, but 
one of our readers would indeed be interested if someone 
could kindly advise the approximate cost of construction of 
H220. Can anyone help? 


New AN Chairman: Once a truck driver on the highways 
from Melbourne Mr L E (Lou) Marks has assumed his 
appointment as one of Australia’s top rail executives. As 
chairman of Australian National, he has taken over the 
throttle from Mr Keith Smith who retired after 20 years as 
head of Commonwealth Railways and Australian National. 
Under his control will be all SA country and Tasmanian 
railways and interstate lines to Kalgoorlie and Alice 
Springs. (RB) 


New AN offices: Australian National seems set to follow 
in the footsteps of Westrail in the siting of its proposed new 
headquarters building. Westrail built its new interstate 
standard gauge station and headquarters building out of 
the main city area in suburban East Perth. Now Australian 
National has indicated its intention of building its new 
headquarters at industrial Keswick, 2 kilometres from the 
city centre of Adelaide. Keswick is also the site for AN’s 
al terminal adjacent to Mile End freight yard. 
RB 


A historical comment: In the December Newsrail, an article 
appeared about the little station of Armytage, once situated 
between Winchelsea and Birregurra which has .prompted 
the following comments from Mr Norm Houghton of 
Geelong. 


In the issue of December 1980, Jack McLean mentions 
in an article on Armytage that the bursts of electric staff 
activity for this station coincided with similar action in the 
wheat areas and adds that the south-western area was not 
famed for its wheat production. 

This apparent anomaly is probably explainable through 
the traffic generated by the building of the Gheringhap to 
Maroona railway. The section between Cressy and Mar- 
oona was completed first and in the wheat seasons of 1911 
to 1913 the produce from this section of line was sent to 
Geelong via Cressy and Irrewarra. 
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There were several reports in the Geelong newspapers of 
the day about the congestion caused at Irrewarra and the 
Cressy traffic clogging the south-western line. Once the 
new plains railway was opened through to Gheringhap in 
1913 the urgent need for Armytage as a crossing station 
disappeared. 

It is therefore with some puzzlement that one learns of 
crossing facilities being installed at Duneed in 1914 and 
being abolished a mere four years later in 1918. Duneed 
divided the long section between South Geelong and 
Moriac and opened on 17.2.1914 when Porter Groves, 
formerly of South Geelong, esconced himself behind the 
signal levers. The siding closed on 23.8.1918. Perhaps the 
1914 drought and wartime difficulties had a bearing on 
Duneed’s short life as a crossing station. 


ANSWER TO WHERE IS IT? 


The answer is Avoca on the Ararat - Maryborough line, 
and it was opened in 1876. The line was closed from Avoca 
to Ararat in 1959 and reopened in 1966 to handle the bulk 
oats traffic to the port of Portland. The buildings consist of 
the stations master’s office, booking lobby and residence 
— all abandoned when inspected during 1980 — whilst the 
small brick building nearest the camera is the lamp room 
and toilets. Internal alterations resulted in the construction 
of a weatherboard waiting room on the far side of the 
building, but this has since been removed. The carriage 
dock rails at the Up end of the platform have been 
removed along with the turntable and road at the Down 
end. The old brick goods shed still stands along with a 
grain silo — built in 1967 with a capacity of 80,000 bushels, 
and an oats storage shed. 


RAILWAY QUIZ 

Last month’s answer: One class suburban travel was 
introduced on 14.9.1958. 

This month’s question: When was the first locomotive 
built by the Victorian Railways. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


model railway supplies, repairs, 
magazines and books. 


ARCADE SIGNAL BOX 
SHOP 8, FOLEY’S MALL 
445 SYDNEY ROAD, COBURG, VICTORIA 3058 
Phone: 354 8519 
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HOBBY CENTRE 


498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
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CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 
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RAILWAY SUPPLIES 


holiday on the 
new “Ghan’ 


Ansett Airlines 
can make this possible. 


Visit such places as Cooper Pedy, 
Port Augusta, The Olgas, Ayers 
Rock, Alice Springs and finally an 
exciting train journey on “The 
Ghan’” to Adelaide. 

Your holiday includes: Air Travel, 
Pioneer Coach Travel, “The Ghan” Rail 
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@ MAGAZINES @ MODELS 
® SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 


Travel, sight-seeing and tours, twin e RECORDS 
share accommodation. NEW AND 
FROM ONLY $789.00 SECONDHAND 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


114 KING STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 614 1918 


For further details contact 
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Telephone 342 2133 ! 
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NEW FOR 1982 
3 ITINERARIES 

MONTHLY 
APRIL-OCTOBER 


HONG KONG - 
LONDON 
— BY RAIL 


Boarding Kowloon Railway 
Station* (Hong Kong) for 
China, Mongolia, Russia 
and London. 

RED ARROW EXPRESS 

20 DAYS — $2230 

TIAN AN MEN EXPRESS 

17 DAYS — $2230 

CENTRAL KINGDOM EXPRESS 
41 DAYS — $4035 


Our overland adventures are fully inclusive, with sight-seeing stopovers, all meals, visas and insurance. 
TIAN AN MEIN EXPRESS FLYS HONG KONG - PEKING, IRKUTSK - MOSCOW, LENINGRAD - LONDON 


Packages — Australia - London and Australia - Australia available — Enquire for details. 
Tours also operate in reverse Direction. 


FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURES CONTACT: “The Rail Travel Experts” (Collect calls accepted) 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 


34 MAIN STREET, CROYDON, 3136. (03) 725 8555 
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THE MIGHTY V.R. “R” CLASS HUDSON... 
COMING AGAIN ... IN HO SCALE... 
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Designed and built by North British Locomotive Company, the prototype of this Class, 
weighing 187 tons, proved to be one of the largest Hudson locomotives ever assembled in 
the erecting shop of the builders. Unveiled at the Trade Fair, Glasgow, in 1952 and 
subsequently shipped in a total quantity of 70 units, these Locomotives acquitted 
themselves fully and won fame in express passenger service on the V.R. The first and only 
previous production of this O0/HO gauge brass Locomotive was in 1967 and these views of 
the model testify as to the skill and accuracy of our manufacturer in Japan. 


The tooling reproducing every feature which serves to make the “R” Class Hudson 
distinctive in design and pleasingly different in appearance from any other locomotive. The 
special Tender and Loco trailing truck frames are there + drop forged to reproduce their 
unusual features, whilst the “SCOA-P” pattern drivers are authentic down to the full 16 
fluted spokes. All driving wheel brasses are springborne and equalise in hornways, whilst in 
the new production drive will be provided by a powerful ‘can’ type motor, working in 
conjunction with an axle hung gear box. 


Price is expected to work out in the $500 bracket and first production samples are now on 
view at our premises. Reservations are now being accepted. No stock will be available 
off-the-shelf when the model comes out and once production is commenced, further orders 
cannot be accepted. Accordingly, don’t miss this rare opportunity to add the “R” Class 
Locomotive to your motive power roster! 
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SOLE AGENT AND IMPORTER 


THE MODEL DOCKYARD pty. trp. 


216-218 SWANSTON ST, MELBOURNE, 3000. PHONES: 6633505 & 663 4792 
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